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Huic uni forfan potui fuccumbere Culpz : 
Anna! fatebor enim, &c. Viac. 


SIC CORRIGES. 
Huic uni (viro fcil:) potui fuecumbere: _— 
Anna? fatebor enim, &c. 


Vox /i:ccumbere quam eleganter ambigua! 
Martini Scribleri Virgilius reauratus. 


Eevery day fee men marrying girls young 
enough for their grand-daughters, and, 
after a few farcaftic obfervations at the tea-table, 
which the good man pockets as he prudently 
might his horns, the matter is thought of no 
more than the gazette of yefterday. But if 
fome lady, who has ‘‘ defcended into the vale 
of years,’ happen to put herfelf under the pro- 
tection of a youthful hufband, every whetftone 
of wit is put in requifition to diffeét the bride : 
Accordingly fhe is carbonadoed, peppered, falt- 
ed, and broiled, or rather roafted, as a delici- 
E ous 
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ous repaft to feed the hungry, fretful {pinfters of 
the town (who confider her as a poacher) for a 
good month at leaft. ‘This is unfair. Such is 
the preference which even philofophers too often 
give to the allurements of the perfon, that a 
young woman is not often at the trouble to culti- 
vate her underftanding; the confequence of 
which is, that the hoary treffes of a lady feldom 
command refpeét. Ought the not, therefore, 
rather than a gentleman of equal years, deferted 
as fhe is by her charms and her admirers, to be 
indulged in the conlolatory privilege of a bloom- 
ing cornfort. Have not unmarried feniors, un- 
cenfured by the moft fevere, often recruited the 
wafte of animal heat, by the nogturnal embraces 
of a glowing virgin? And fhall thefe ancient 
matrons, even under the facred bond of wed- 
lock, be obliged to confider a lufty wooer as for-_ 
bidden fruit, which, fince they have loft their 
tecth, they muft not mumble? If, too, this 
connexion does not promife obedience to the 
{cripture command, “ increafe and multiply,” 
(which, doubtlefs, is the moft righteous motive 
to ordinary marriages, ) a laudable difpofition, at 
leaft, is manifefted upon the occafion. When, 
moreover, a wife carries with her a fafeguard in 
her perfon, the hufband knows no pangs of cark- 


ing 
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ing jealoufy ; and, forthe fate of madam, fhe 
has provoked it; and fhould no more complain 
of gallantries, than a man of a wet jacket who 
has walked into ahorfepond. If it fhould hap- 
pen, as it fometimes does, that our veteran 
Phillis fhould difinherit her children to endow 
her Damon, {till it is to be prefumed fhe eftcems 
mankind but as one general family, defcended 
from a common parent; believing that none but 
a heathen, like Virgil, would have configned to 
hell thofe who had ftarved their relations: 

*Hic qui divitiis foli incubuere repertis, 

Nec pastem pofuere fuis. ZEN, 
’ Befides, the may, perhaps, divide her fubftance, 
and her children will not furely grudge a moiety 
to feed a mother’s longing. 


Nor let it be fuppofed that fuch propenfities 
are inconfiftent with the moft fublime philofo- 
phy: for, while Mifs Carter, and fome other li- 
terary females of Great Britain, were dedicating 
themfelves to the mufes, and in blooming youth 


«¢ Themfelves of lawful pleafure have reftrain’d, 
oo 6 + » « anddid it with 
A pfudency fo rofy, the {weet view on’t 


Might well have warm’d old Saturn,”’ 
E <2 we 


© «© Jlere were who o’er found treafure brooded fole, 
s¢ Nor thared with friends.” BeresrorD, 
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we have feen fome ladies of that country, whofe 
heads were white with time and ftudy, defcend 
from the exaltation of the Aonian mount, to re- 
Jax the o’cr-laboured fibres of the brain in the 
foft folds of youthful dalliance. Some cold- 
hearted mortals, indeed, have even ftriven to 
bring into difgrace the perennial ardors of the 
human race, fince, in other animals, they cool 
in winter ;. and it has been replied, that this dif- 
tinction but marks the fuperiority of a noble {pe- 
cies, which turns!) pleafures to the beft account. 
Let us then efteem that prudence which blends 
fo happily the joys of youth and aye,— if indeed 
there be any fuch being in the creation as an 
old woman; and fome doubt of the fact feems 
to have been infinuated in the proverb, which 


fays, ** Women are never old beneath the gir- 
die.”’ 


Thus much of prefatory matter fecmed re- 
quifite for the purpofe of introducing to able- 
bodied young men the following invitation. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


A LADY, not much exceeding fixty years, is 
difpofed to enter into a matrimonial connexion 
with 
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with a gentleman whofe age is fuitable to her 
own. What is meant by a fuitable age thall be 
explained. ‘The advertifer is in poffeffion of a 
contiderable eftate (counting a couple of hun- 
dreds for every year of her life) which, fhould 
fhe die fhortly, fhe would be loth fhould flip 
through the fingers of an old hufband, who 
would foon follow her :—On the other hand, as 
fhe is bleffed with a very found conftitution, and 
may live thirty years to come, and as no man 
would be capable of manazing her eftate, but one 
who could doa gieat deal of bufinefs, fhe would 
fain ally herlelf to a gentleman who will not 


erow oldinahurry. Thiviy years will not be 
objected to. 


As to perfonal characteriftics, fhe is divided 
between the manly firmnels of the Farnefian 
Hercules, and the fofter graces of the Beividere 
Apollo: If, however, thcie accomplifhments 
are not tobe found united in the fame perfon, it 


is imagined that the preference will ultimately 


be given to the former. ‘The ftature of the 
gentleman, however, muft not be fhort of fix 
feet: better, if with the advantage; yet, a few 
inches will be funk in the account, in favor of 
a point of excellence, which, during along and 


intimate 





38 PHE VIGIL: No. V. 


intimate acquaintance with the Roman ftatues, 
fhe has never cealed to admire, namely, a long 
nolc. 


Having been alfo much converfant, by means 
of tranflations, with the works of Greek and 
Roman poets, fhe has infenfibly been drawn into 
a fondnefs for the golden locks of Venus; of Di- 
do, inthe Aneid; and, if fheremember right, 
of Helen, in Homer. This partiality for thofe 
favorite treffes of the ancients, which the mod- 
erns have degraded by the vulgar appellation of 
red hair, the fteadily retains, in defpite of the 
prevailing tafte: Nor can fhe accurately deter- 
mine, whether her prepoffeffion has really been 
upheld by admiration of the charms of the per- 
fonages above-mentioned, or by another confi- 
deration, which, after all, appears to be the 
moft natural, which is, that, in the colour of 
her hair, fhe has the honor to refemble thole ce- 


brated beauties, _ 


If the gentleman fhould happen to be a mufi- 
cal man, and a fongfter, it may not be amifs to 
mention, that a bafs or full tenor voice will be 


preferred to the effeminate warblings of a Soprano, 


Upon 
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Upon the article of underftanding, fhe will 
explain herfelf with candour. ‘The firft aim of 
every prudent wife is to rule her hufband: Now 
it is hard to fay whether a fool or a wife man is 
moft difficult to be ruled: A fool fancies him- 
felf right, and he perfifts ; a wife man 4nows him- 
felf to be right, and he periifts. It is a comfort, 
however, to obferve that very few ladies are un- 
der the dominion of their hufbands; and from 
this, perhaps, we are to conclude that there 
are very few men excecding foolifli, or exceeding 
wife, and that there is but little danger of go- 
ing amifs. 


As to country, no illiberal prejudices are en- 
tertained. If, however, the gentleman fhould 
be an American, the preference would be given 
to a citizen of the middle {tates ; that the health 
of the north, and vivacity of the fouth, may, if 
poffible, be combined. If he be a foreigner, the 
has only to obferve, that fhe has already been 
united to three Irifh men, with all of whom 
fhe had good reafon to be fatisfied. 


a 
The article of money fhe will mention laft ; 


and it would have been omitted altogether, but 


(hat it may be remarked (and fhe hopes to the 
honor 














40 THE VIGIL: No. V. 


honor ofthe advertifer,) that, in this modery 
age of gold, when little elfe is held in efteem, 
fhe has firmnefs fufficient to adopt the maxim 
of the ancient fage, and does not hefitate to “ pre- 
fer a man without moncy, to money without a 
man.” Her eftate, however, fhe muft infiftup- | 
on retaining in her own pofleffion ; but her huf- 
band may be well affured, that he fhall live upon 
the fat of the land, during her life; and at her 
death, fhall be rewarded—as he may deferve. 





